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August Profile: Leah Mack 
Helping the Tla-o-qui-aht celebrate reserve expansions 

In mid-July, Leah travelled to the Tla-o-qui-aht First 

Nation to rejoice with the small band of 953 members. 

The Esowista reserve, south of Tofino, will increase 

from eight to 86 hectares on land that was formerly part 

of the Pacific Rim National Park Reserve.  The 

expansion will allow for 160 new homes to be built, 

ending a problem with overcrowding.  It means many 

people can finally come home.  

 

Leah was invited to be part of the celebration in 

recognition of the Tla-o-qui-aht’s longstanding 

relationship with Woodward & Co. W&Co worked to 

designate the Tin Wis reserve #11, which led to the 

establishment of the beautiful Tin Wis Resort.  

 

“I was honoured to be invited and share in this exciting 

new project,” says Leah. 
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W E L C O M E  B A C K  D E R E K  &  H O L L Y ! !  

   Holly Vear and Derek Christ 

will be returning to the firm after 11 weeks of the 

Professional Legal Training Course!    

 

 
 
 
 

Two newly settled claims… 

Penelakut and Sliammon First Nations  

Murray Browne settled two claims this month.  

The first is the Lomas Specific Claim for the 

Penelakut First Nation. The second was a court 

case based on the failure to consult by the 

provincial government when they issued geoduck 

aquaculture tenures to industry in Sliammon 

Territory.   

…continued on page 2 

At the celebration, Moses 
Martin, Project Manager 
with Esowista/Ty-histanis, 
mentioned W&Co by name: 
“Thank you for the ongoing 
support, to Jack Woodward 
and Woodward and 
Company.” 

 

PRESENTING…. 
On July 13, Jack Woodward gave a six-hour 
Power Point presentation at the Native Friendship 
Centre in Prince George to the Lheidli T’enneh First 
Nation about the Tsilhqot’in decision.  The public 
lecture drew a large audience, with many Aboriginal 
people in the PG area attending to learn about the 
case, ask questions and enjoy a beautiful dinner 
prepared by the Native Friendship Centre. 

The 2009 Consolidated Native Law Statutes 

Regulations & Treaties is now published and available. 

Under the editorial direction of Jack Woodward, this 

work continues to bring together a timely consolidation 

of the significant statutes, regulations and treaties that 

have an impact on the area of native law. 
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Penelakut Lomas Specific Claim Settlement  

Murray worked closely with Penelakut Chief Lisa 

Shaver and Council to complete a specific claim 

settlement in a very short time period.  Federal 

negotiator Lynne Partel was also very helpful in 

moving quickly toward an agreement in principle.  

The claim was for timber royalties pocketed by 

Indian Agent Lomas in the late 1920s and early 

1930s.  The money was eventually returned to 

Penelakut's trust account but without interest.   

The claim was for the interest brought forward to 

the present day.  Penelakut Chief and Council 

and committee members stated that they wanted 

the settlement to go to the community and not to 

be burned up in endless negotiations.  Murray 

commends the committee, Council and 

community on their focused and strategic 

approach.   

Other members of the Woodward & Co. team are 

working on similar claims for other First Nations 

who were also cheated by Indian Agent Lomas. 

 

  Sliammon v. British Columbia 
(geoduck litigation settled)   
 
Murray joined forces with Sliammon Chief and 
Council to resolve the provincial issues in a 
geoduck tenure dispute.  In January 2007 the 
provincial Integrated Land Management Branch 
issued geoduck tenures in Sliammon Territory to 
members of the Underwater Harvesters 
Association and related companies.   
 
Geoducks are large clams and the industry is 
worth millions of dollars.  No tenures were offered 
to Sliammon and Sliammon objected to the 
tenures being issues with no consultation or 
accommodation.  Murray Browne and Krista 
Robertson filed a petition for judicial review.   
 

Murray engaged in intensive negotiations with a 

group of provincial representatives including Keith 

Phillips from the B.C. Ministry of Attorney General 

who was helpful in seeking creative resolutions.  

The negotiations have resulted in an offer to 

Sliammon including an opportunity to receive a 

geoduck tenure, map notations to protect other 

areas in the Territory, and a cash settlement.  

Murray commends Sliammon Council on their 

strong approach and successful negotiation 

strategy.   There is still an outstanding issue with 

the Federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans 

because DFO insists that Sliammon allow UHA 

harvesters to clean out the geoducks on 

Sliammon's tenure before Sliammon gets the 

tenure.  Sliammon has put DFO on notice that 

this issue must be settled.   Murray looks forward 

to resolving the pre-seed harvest issue with DFO  

and working with Sliammon to create sustainable 

economic development opportunities in geoduck 

aquaculture.  

 

 

 

 

 

Moon Disk carved by Penelakut artist 

August Sylvester 

 

Woodward & Co’s Alana DeGrave 
is now a board member of the 
Laren Society, which provides 
programs for prisoners in and out 
of custody. 

Great post-Pow Wow front page headlines! 

U.K. Bank backs oilsands lawsuit 
Beaver Lake Cree claim development 
tramples on traditional hunting 
and fishing grounds 
 
BY TODD BABIAK, EDMONTON JOURNAL JULY 5, 2009     

(Read the full article + others on RAVEN’s website -
www.raventrust.com) 
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