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ABORIGINAL WITNESS EVIDENCE AND THE CROWN IN
CHIEF ROGER WILLIAM V. BRITISH COLUMBIA AND CANADA
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l. Introduction

The case of Chief Roger William v. British Columbia and Canada is currently at trial in the B.C.
Supreme Court in Victoria. Chief William is a representative plaintiff in this action on behalf of the
Xeni Gwet’in and Tsilhqot’in (Chilcotin) peoples. The Xeni Gwet’in is an Indian band under the
Indian Act and one of several bands comprising the Tsilhqot’in people.

The twofold claim in William is for infringement of aboriginal rights. One claim is for forestry
related infringement of a Xeni Gwet’in aboriginal right to trap within certain lands for trading
purposes. The other is for forestry related infringement of Tsilhqot’in aboriginal title to these same

lands.

Plaintiff’s legal counsel in William has prepared and accompanied several Tsilhqot’in elders through
the trial process. This brief paper will outline some of the key stances of the Crown when faced with
the evidence of these aboriginal witnesses.
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